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SMALL RIVER TOWN WITH A BIG HISTORY
CELEBRATES ITS HERITAGE

Erika Currie attends Helensville’s inaugural
Heritage Day.

ALL ABOARD IN FRIENDLY FEILDING
Feilding hosted the ALL ABOARD Rail Festival
to commemorate 100 years North Island
Main Trunk Line. Erika Currie went along and
discovered there was a lot to see and do, and
not enough time.

SNAPSHOTS IN MILITARY HISTORY
Howick Historical Village hosts a twilight
military re-enactment. By Erika Currie

RELIVING THE AMERICAN DREAM
Christopher Moor attends the 10t Anniversary
of American Vehicle Day at Trentham
Racecourse in Upper Hutt.

HERITAGE DAY WITH AN ENGINEERING
FLAVOUR

The Cooper Engineering Heritage Day,

held annually in November, has become
something of a growing tradition in the small
settlement of Beachlands, surrounded by
farmland on the coastal strip east of Auckland.
By Erika Currie
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32

FASHION AT WAR: NEW ZEALAND STYLE
IN WORLD WARII

Vicky Garrington, research curator at Wigram's
Air Force Museum of New Zealand explains
that dressing fashionably was not seen as a
frivolous pastime during the war. In fact, it
was felt by many to be a patriotic duty, while
“letting yourself go” was seen as defeatist and
unpatriotic.
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36

NAVY MUSEUM AND HISTORIC SITE ARE
JOINING FORCES

After a quarter of a century in temporary
accommodation, staff and volunteers of the
Royal New Zealand Navy Museum are getting
excited about the prospect of a new home
for the museum’s treasures. By Rose Evans,
Barbara Cassin and Erika Currie.
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46 BEARDIES - A DROVERS’ BEST MATE
“When | look at photos of New Zealand's early stockmen and
drovers, | always notice the number of beardie sheepdogs being
used. Nearly half of every drover’s pack seemed to be beardies."
Ross Nollie explains.
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10 THE FOUR MILES - a family’s passion for rural history
Tony Russell follows the Miles family around their North Canterbury
farm on something of a mini-safari as they talk about their unique
collection of vintage machinery.

14 TAKING THE WATERS - MARUIA STYLE
Erika Currie follows the more than 100-year old Maruia Springs
colourful path from primitive bathing hut for men, neglect,
financial ruin and fire to sought-after, modern spa resort with a
Japanese flavour.

44 THEBLUE BUGATTI
A “blue bug” caught the editor’s attention during the three-day
2009 Steam & Vintage Country Festival at the Glenbrook Vintage
Railway in February. The car turns out to be a survivor from the
pioneering days of motor racing in New Zealand: a Bugatti Type
35A, No. 4540 and built in 1925, raced by Ken Hemus at Ohakea in
1950, and purchased by motor racing legend Ron Roycroft in 1952.

49 OTAKIRAILWAY STATION STRUGGLING TO SURVIVE
Once the wooden building hummed with activity. It was full of
hustle and bustle, and alive with purpose as a principal gateway for
goods and people in and out of the small rural town, and a major
link with the outside world. By Vivienne Bailey
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