
EVENTS

 9 THE CORONATION OF ARTHUR
A bit of humour from G Anthony Leaper of North Canterbury

MUSEUMS

 10  THE STORY HOUSE OF PETONE
For almost 70 years the Wellington Provincial Centennial 
Memorial has graced the Petone Esplanade; fi rst as a hall of 
memories and bathing sheds, and since 1977 as the home of Th e 
Petone Settlers Museum. By Christopher Moor. 

 14 A KINGDOM BY THE SEA
Author Janet Frame lived in many houses during her lifetime, 
but 56 Eden Street in Oamaru is the one she called home for the 
longest. By Rolland McKellar

 17 RED CROSS INITIATIVES DURING WWII
“Back ‘em Up – Th e South Canterbury Home Front in World War 
II” by Davina Davis, curator at the South Canterbury Museum. 

 20 BRUCE MCLAREN
Th e Kiwi who took on the might of the International Motor 
Racing World – and won.
Erika Currie visits his childhood home.

 24 MOTAT GEMS
Th e Museum of Transport and Technology at Western Springs 
in Auckland has come a long way since its opening in 1964. Th is 
year it was the recipient of the 2009 UNESCO Asia-Pacifi c 
Heritage Award of Merit for the Culture Heritage Conservation 
programme.
By Aimee Hare and Erika Currie.

OTHER FEATURES

 28 TE HORO – A RUR AL HERITAGE
“Changing Faces of Te Horo”, an exhibition staged recently at the 
Otaki Museum in the Horowhenua, prompted Vivienne Bailey to 
explore the changes that had taken place in the neighbouring, rural 
village of Te Horo, from the 19th century through to the present.

 32 AN EDWARDIAN CHRISTMAS 
During early November, residents of Rangiora, North Canterbury, 
had the opportunity to glimpse Christmas circa 1901, when one 
of the town’s historic homes opened as an Edwardian-decorated 
Christmas House. Kim Newth takes us back to a time when 
people naturally gathered by the piano to sing Christmas carols, 
always lit the Christmas pudding and were satisfi ed with simple 
gift s wrapped in brown paper secured with string.

 36 TUPARE – A TAR ANAKI HERITAGE TREASURE
Tupare Garden was once the home of Taranaki identities Sir 
Russell Matthews (1896-1987) and Lady Mary Matthews (nee 
Brodie, 1911-1999). By Ross Nolly.
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  Cover Photograph
Taranaki’s Tupare Garden
An historic garden on the outskirts of New Plymouth is renowned for its 
landscaping, stunning plantings, majestic old trees and for one of architect James 
Chapman-Taylor’s best known works.
Th is view is looking through the brick archway towards the gardener’s cottage. 
Full story and more photos on page 36.
Photograph © Ross Nolly

 40 THE PRIDE OF DEVONPORT
Stately and elegant, the Esplanade Hotel has been the focal point of the 
Devonport community for more than 100 years. Its grace and charm and 
imposing architecture still draw admiration from locals and tourists alike. By 
Jackie Crawford. 

 43 HISTORIC FORT HOSTS POIGNANT WORLD WAR I EXHIBITION 
Strategic points around the Devonport peninsula have a long defence history 
dating back to pre European settlement. One of them is Fort Takapuna, O 
Peretu to Maori. On the occasion of the “Passchendaele: Th e Belgians Have Not 
Forgotten” exhibition staged inside the historic fort, Erika Currie visited the 
former defence post.  

 46 SUN, SEA AND THE BACH 
Rangitoto Island once had 140 baches and a busy social life during the annual 
summer holidays. Erika Currie explores why there are only 34 baches left , the 
signifi cance of one of them winning a UNESCO award, and who built the roads 
and walkways to the summit of the island’s volcanic cone.
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